
I l l i n o i s M u s i c E d u c a t o r s A s s o c i a t i o n

District 7 SSSSpppprrrr iiiinnnngggg    NNNNeeeewwwwssss lllleeeetttt tttteeeerrrr 2009
Frank Lestina, District President 

Vernon Hills High School, 145 N. Lakeview Parkway,  Vernon Hills, Illinois  60061
Phone (847) 932-2282                    Frank.Lestina@d128.org                    fax (847) 932-2206
District 7 Division 
Representatives

•  Elementary Choir/ JEM Rep
Nanette Ross-Meridith
Hoffman School,  Glenview
(847) 998-5040     nross@glenview34.org
•  Junior High Choir 
Carolyn Porick     Northbrook Jr High
(847) 504-3534 cporick@northbrook28.net
Kathy Studer     Rondout Elem School
(847) 362-2021 x626 studerk@rondout.org
•  Junior High Orchestra 
Ann Forman     River Trails Middle School
(847) 298-1750 x216  aforman@rtsd26.org
Sue Berge     MacArthur Middle School
(847) 769-7906      sberge@d23.org
•  Junior High Band
Wayne Gordon     Wood Oaks Jr High
(847) 272-1900 x5640   gordon.w@nb27.org
Greg Fudala     Lincoln Middle School
(847) 394-7350   gfudala@lincoln.dist57.org
Cary Jacobs     Nichols Middle School
(847) 859-8674   jacobsc@district65.net
•  Junior High Jazz Bands
Todd Smith     River Trails Middle School
(847) 298-1750 x215    tsmith@rtsd26.org
Brent Burger   Fremont Middle School
(847) 566-9384 bburger@fremont.lake.k12.il.us
•  Senior High Chorus
Matthew Hanes   Maine West HS
(847) 803-5895  mhanes@maine207.org
Kirstin Snelten   Wheeling High School
(847) 718-7067   kirstin.snelten@d214.org
Nick Juknelis   Lake Zurich HS
(847) 540-4249   nick.juknelis@lz95.org
Andrew Wallace    Glenbrook North  HS
(847) 509-2436 awallace@glenbrook.k12.il.us
•  Senior High Orchestra
Marla Caballero     William Fremd HS
(847) 755-2802    mcaballero@d211.org
Elizabeth Magill   Buffalo Grove HS
(847) 718-4047  elizabeth.magil@d214.org
•  Senior High Band
Krista Millard     (847) 270-9300 x5143
Round Lake HS    kmillard@rlas-116.org
Randy Sundell    Vernon Hills HS
(847) 932-2162    randy.sundell@d128.org
•  Senior High Vocal Jazz
Nathan Landes   New Trier High School
(847) 784-6695    landesn@newtrier.k12.il.us
Paul Nielsen     Grayslake North HS
(847) 986-3100   pnielsen@d127.org
•  Senior High Jazz Bands
Scott Casagrande     John Hersey HS
(847) 718-4941 scott.casagrand@d214.org
Josh Thompson   Lake Zurich HS
(847) 438-5155  josh.thompson@lz95.org

District Presidentʼs Message
This will be my final IMEA season as District 7 President.  At times, the past six

years seemed to fly by and yet I canʼt remember NOT being the District 7 President.
I am sure we can all agree that the last few years have brought many changes to
IMEA, especially in the area of technology.  Our goal right now is to keep things mov-
ing forward, perhaps at a slower pace, and to avoid any substantial increases in IMEA
fees, given the current economic situation.  I hope you will continue to participate in
IMEA and your school district will continue to fund IMEA participation as in past years.
It will be interesting to see if there is a noticeable drop in participation this fall.  I have
no doubt that IMEA District 7 will remain strong because of your dedication to music
education and the students in your schools.
Please take a moment right now to visit  www.ilalldist.org and do two things:

AND

.

Detailed instructions to update your profile
Every director must update their profile annually after April 1st.  The first time you

log in this year, you are prompted to update your profile.  Once you update, you get
a check next to your name on my Director List.  Donʼt forget to click the buttons for
Band, Chorus, Orchestra, Jazz Band, Vocal Jazz and General Music.  The reps will
not even see your name unless you do this.  It is very important to check all that apply
so you get specific emails from the reps in each area.
If you are NEW to your school, you need to get the “Faculty Password” from
the Contact Person at your school.  Not sure who the contact person is . . .

continue reading on page 6 of this newsletter.

2009 Festival Dates and Locations
JJuunniioorr  HHiigghh  //  EElleemmeennttaarryy  FFeessttiivvaall
November 7, 2009 -  Maine West HS
JJuunniioorr  //  SSeenniioorr      JJaazzzz  FFeessttiivvaall

November 14, 2009 - Glenbrook North HS
SSeenniioorr  HHiigghh  BBaanndd//CChhoorruuss//OOrrcchheessttrraa  FFeessttiivvaall
November 21, 2009 - McHenry HS (West Campus)

SEND  IN  YOUR
SSCCHHOOOOLL    PPAARRTTIICCIIPPAATT IIOONN    FFOORRMM

BEFORE  THE  END  OF  THE  SCHOOL  YEAR.
You are prompted to do this at  wwwwww..iillaallllddiisstt..oorrgg  after you update your profile.

There is a $25 fee for each Jr. & Sr. School.   No fee for Elementary Schools. 
Each year, there are a few schools scrambling to get this fee paid in September 

so they can enter student names for IMEA Participation.  Donʼt let that be you next fall!

UUPPDDAATTEE    YYOOUURR    PPRROOFFIILLEE
Directors must update their profile annually after April 1st.  
Don’t forget to click Update.     More detailed information below..
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JEM -  Junior  High Elementary Music Division

Junior  High Jazz Band Division

Elementary Choir Representative: 
Nanette Ross-Meridith    Hoffman School,  Glenview
(847) 998-5040     nross@glenview34.org

The Elementary Honor Choir Festival gives select 5th and
6th grade music students the opportunity to participate in a
large choral ensemble. This will allow them to reinforce and
refine skills learned in their general music classes and
choral rehearsals. The students must learn the musical
selections ahead of time and then be prepared to sing from
memory in both rehearsal and performance.
The festival schedule is: Student seating will begin at
8:00 am with rehearsal from 8:30 – 11:45 and a final con-
cert performance for the public from 12:00 to 12:30.  
The Elementary Participation fee is $10.00 per student

Participants must purchase music in advance.
Photocopied music is not permitted.

REGISTER Directors & Students on-line:
Every school and director need to be registered on the new
state on-line system since this will be how you register stu-
dents for IMEA in the fall.  Most schools have been entered
into the system and you simply need to go to the site and
update your information.    www.ilalldist.org
More directions on the first page of this newsletter.

Deadline to enter students: Friday, October 9, 2009.

Participating School Registration Form
In addition to the On-Line registration for each director, each
school also needs to have a School Form on file at the
state office.  You need to have a new form each school year.
No fee.  I can suggest you enter the info at the ILMENA web
site.  Please take a moment to do that now. 

2009 Elementary Level Information Request Form
www.ilmea.org/webforms/elementary_request.asp

Festival Date: Saturday, November 7, 2009
Festival Location: Maine West High School
Guest Conductor: Cristina Wagoner - Naperville, IL

2009  Festival Repertoire

Firely Andy Beck 
(American Contemporary) -2 PART Pepper #: 10029937

Al Shlosha DʼVarim Allan Naplan
(Hebrew) – Partner Song Pepper #: 3012796 

The Crawdad Song     Arr. Cristi Cary Miller 
(American Folk) -2 (4) PART Pepper #: 10009450

Sally Gardens Arr. Benjamin Britten
(English) – UNISON Pepper #: 1292804

Teach Me the Blues Kirby Shaw
(Blues) -2 PART Hal Leonard #: HL08745126 

(Not on Pepper Web Site)

Audition date: October 3, 2009
Audition site: Lundahl MS - Crystal Lake
Audition host: Terry Guynes
Audition fee: $7.00 per student

Number of students who may audition:  No limit

Junior Jazz Reps:   
Todd Smith     River Trails Middle School
tsmith@rtsd26.org (847) 298-1750 x215 

Brent Burger   Fremont Middle School
bburger@fremont.lake.k12.il.us (847) 566-9384   

On-Line Entry Deadline: Sept. 18, 2009    4:00PM
www.ilalldist.org    (more info available at www.ilmea.org)

Audition Fees DUE  Oct. 2, 2009 to  Frank Lestina

Festival Date: November 14, 2009
Festival Site: Glenbrook North High School
Guest Conductor: Band I   Dave Fodor

Band II   Dana Berry

Audition Requirements

Jamie Aebersold book and cd #54 Tootsie,  F Blues (2
Chorus') Drummers should play with the cd and alternate
four measures of time, with four measures of solo.

From the book Easy Jazz Conception by Jim Snidero:
Hot and Humid

Selected excerpts from the four pieces marked 
with an  *  below:

Junior Band I:
*Night Walk, by Victor Lopez
*Summertime, arr. Calvin Custer

Blues Walk, arr. Paul Murtha

Junior Band II:
*Ready Freddie, by Mike Kamuf
Sway, arr. Rick Stitzel

*Teddy the Toad, arr. Roy Phillippe



Junior  High Band Division

Junior  High Choral  Division

Junior  High Orchestra Division

Audition date: October 3, 2009
Audition site: Lundahl MS - Crystal Lake
Audition host: Terry Guynes
Audition fee: $7.00 per student

Junior Band Representatives:
Wayne Gordon     Wood Oaks Jr High
gordon.w@nb27.org       (847) 272-1900 x5640
Greg Fudala Lincoln Junior High School (Mt. Prospect)
gfudala@lincoln.dist57.org    (847) 394-7350

On-Line Entry Deadline: Sept. 18, 2009    4:00PM
www.ilalldist.org    (more info available at www.ilmea.org)

Audition Fees DUE  Oct. 2, 2009 to  Frank Lestina

Festival Date: Saturday, November 7, 2009
Festival Location: Maine West High School
Guest Conductor: Dr. Gregg Cunningham

2009 DISTRICT VII JR BAND SELECTIONS:
Canticle                        Bruce Pearson 
Nettleton                        Johnnie Vinson 
Fanfare, Ode and Festival        Bob Margolis 
Chimes of Liberty          E.F. Goldman arr. Calvin Custer 

AUDITION INFO:
Students will audition on Etudes and IMEA Dist.7 Jr. Scale sheet.
Woodwind and Brass will audition on the 1st part of all three
pieces listed above.  Material was distributed in early April to
registered schools.  Contact Wayne Gordon for more information.

Audition date: Tuesday, October 6, 2009
Audition site: MacArthur Middle School, Prospect Heights
Audition host: Susan Berge
Audition fee: $3.00 per student
Junior Orchestra Representatives:

Ann Forman     River Trails Middle School
aforman@rtsd26.org       (847) 298-1750 X216     
Sue Berge     MacArthur Middle School
sberge@d23.org         (847) 769-7906      

On-Line Entry Deadline: Sept. 18, 2009    4:00PM
www.ilalldist.org    (more info available at www.ilmea.org)

Audition Fees DUE  Oct. 2, 2009 to  Frank Lestina

Festival Date: Saturday, November 7, 2009
Festival Location: Maine West High School
Guest Conductor: TBA
Audition material: Excerpts from repertoire  below:

2009 Junior Orchestra Repertoire: 
Symphony #29         Mozart/Frost/Kendor Music
Declarations Jeffrey Bishop/Kjos Music
Deep River       Arr. Gruselle/FJH Publishing
Bacchanale from “Samson and Delilah” 

SaintSaens/Porter/Kjos Music

Junior High Choir Representatives:
Carolyn Porick Northbrook Jr High
cporick@northbrook28.net    (847) 504-3534
Kathy Studer Rondout Elementary School
studerk@rondout.org            (847)362-2021 x626

Participation: Students in grades 7 and 8 are eligible 
to participate in the Junior High Honor Choir upon 
nomination by their directors.   
Directors must send a sonically balanced group

Participation fee: $15 will be billed for every student you
have entered on the IMEA Web Entry on the Oct. 9 dead-
line date regardless of whether they attend the festival.

Each school is responsible for purchase of festival music.
Please note: No photocopied music will be allowed. 
On-Line Entry Deadline: Oct. 9, 2009
www.ilalldist.org    (more info available at www.ilmea.org)

Festival Date: Saturday, November 7, 2009
Festival Location: Maine West High School
Guest Conductor: TBA

Repertoire  - Festival Music for 2009    TBA

The music has not been selected yet.  You will receive this
information in an email from Carolyn Porick or Kathy
Studer.

It is important to update your email info in your profile so
that you receive this information.  Please make sure you
select  CHOIR  on your profile.  

Information on how to update your profile is on the first
page of THIS newsletter.  

Please share this newsletter with other music teachers in
your school district and others in District 7 IMEA.



Audition Date: Tuesday, October 13, 2009
Audition Site: Wheeling HS 
Site Host: Tobin Langridge
Audition fee: $10.00 per student 

Representatives
Marla Caballero  William Fremd HS  mcaballero@d211.org
Elizabeth Magill  Buffalo Grove HS  elizabeth.magil@d214.org

On-Line Entry Deadline: Sept. 25, 2009
www.ilalldist.org    (more info available at www.ilmea.org)

Audition Fees DUE  Oct. 2, 2009 to  Frank Lestina
No limit to the number of string players who audition. 
However, all directors are asked to prescreen all of their
own students prior to the auditions.
REMEMBER: All violinists will audition on VIOLIN.   They
will be placed in 1st or 2nd violin after auditions.
Orchestra Reps will have an excerpt packet for violin.

Festival Date: November 21, 2009
Festival Site: McHenry HS  (West Campus)
Guest Conductor: Louis Bergonzi - University of Illinois
Audition material: 

Strings: Russlan and Ludmilla Overture - Glinka 
Scales:   C, G, D, A, E, F &  Bb Major

c  &  g melodic minor
violin, viola, cello-3 octaves / string bass-2 octaves,     
detache bowing   (quarter note = 120) 

Harp: www.ilmea.org/orchestrarequired (for more info)
Etude:  Studies in Arpeggios (Pages 133-5)

Universal Method for the Harp (Boscha-Oberthuer)
Carl Fischer     Quarter Note = 45

Excerpt: Scheherazade (N. Rimsky-Korsakov)     Kalmus # A1914
2nd Movement (8 Before "Q" to 13 Before "R")    Luck's # 06473

Auditions will be taped again this year.
Repertoire: Russlan and Ludmilla Overture - Glinka

Other Selections:  TBA

Audition date: Wednesday, October 14, 2009
Audition site: Niles North High School   -  Skokie, IL
Audition host: Elton Eisele
Audition fee: $11.00 per student

Representatives:
Krista Millard     Round Lake HS     kmillard@rlas-116.org
Randy Sundell  Vernon Hills HS   randy.sundell@d128.org
On-Line Entry Deadline: Sept. 25, 2009
www.ilalldist.org    (more info available at www.ilmea.org)

Audition Fees DUE  Oct. 2, 2009 to  Frank Lestina
NEW  Aux Percussion  replaces Multiple Percussion
See changes at: www.ilmea.org/div_band01.shtml

Festival Date: November 21, 2009
Festival Site: McHenry HS  (West Campus)
Guest Conductor: Thomas Dvorak, U. of WI,  Milwaukee
Repertoire: Montana Fanfare – Thomas Doss

Gloriosa (mvt 1 & 3 only)– Yasuhide Ito
The White Rose – Sousa/Brion

Audition material: Etudes   Set 3 -  2009-10 school year
Required  Scale Sheet - 3 minute limit!  ALL notes Tongued!
Sight Reading
Quota/limits on students who may audition:
16 wind/percussion students may audition, two additional "color"
instruments for a total of 18 nominees.  One extra person may
be added as a potential substitute auditioner.   Substitutions will
NOT be accepted after NOON on the day of auditions.

Audition date: Wednesday, October 14, 2009
Audition site: Niles North High School    Skokie, IL
Audition host: Elton Eisele
Audition fee: $11.00 per student
Representatives

Scott Casagrande   John Hersey HS
(847) 718-4941  scott.casagrand@d214.org
Josh Thompson   Lake Zurich HS
(847) 438-5155  josh.thompson@lz95.org

On-Line Entry Deadline: Sept. 25, 2009
www.ilalldist.org    (more info available at www.ilmea.org)

Audition Fees DUE  Oct. 2, 2009 to  Frank Lestina
Quota/limit on students:  12 students maximum

All-State Required Selection:
“For Gil” - Tom Matta

Festival Date: November 14, 2009
Festival Site: Glenbrook North High School
Jazz I Conductor: Rob Parton - Roosevelt University
Jazz II Conductor: Jim Warrick - New Trier HS emeritus

Audition material: IMPORTANT NOTE BELOW

Everyone should note that there have been changes to the
audition process.  Go to the following link and look careful-
ly to all the changes marked in red.  In particular, there is
a new rhythm changes track being used and the drum
audition has been completely revamped.  Rather than
spell out all of the particulars here, go to the following link
and take a close look:

http://www.ilmea.org/div_proc-jzband.shtml

Senior  High Band Division

Senior  High Jazz Band Division

Senior  High Orchestra Division



Audition date: Tuesday,  October 6, 2009
Audition site: Libertyville High School
Audition fee: $5.00 per student

On-Line Entry Deadline: Sept. 25, 2009
www.ilalldist.org    (more info available at www.ilmea.org)

Audition Fees DUE  Oct. 2, 2009 to  Frank Lestina

Senior Choir Representatives:
Matthew Hanes  (847) 827-6176  mhanes@maine207.org
Kirstin Snelten   (847) 718-7067   kirstin.snelten@d214.org
Nick Juknelis    (847) 540-4249   nick.juknelis@lz95.org
Andrew Wallace (847) 509-2436 awallace@glenbrook.k12.il.us

Quotas/limits on number of students who may audition:  
32 students maximum with not more than 4 per part:

i.e. 4 soprano I,   4 soprano II,
4 alto I,    4 alto II, 
4 tenor I,  4 tenor II, 
4 bass I,   4 bass II

Audition requirements:  www.ilmea.org/div_proc-chorus
warm-up vocalise
major and all 3 forms of the minor scale
major/minor/augmented/diminished triads
sight reading
prepared excerpts

Festival Date: November 21, 2009
Festival Site: McHenry HS  (West Campus)
Guest Conductor: Dr. Robert Sinclair - Vandercook

State Required Selections:  2009

The Last Words of David Randall Thomspon
EC Schirmer JW Pepper # 341016

Lay a Garland Robert Pearsall ed. Rutter
Oxford University Press JW Pepper # 3302353

OTHER MUSIC:
Hold On!       arr. Moses Hogan
Hal Leonard JW Pepper # 3297944

Hallelujah from The Mount of Olives Beethoven
G. Schirmer/Hal Leonard JW Pepper # 916494

Bloom (SSA) Philip Silvey
Santa Barbara Music Pub. JW Pepper # 10017077

Tread Softly (TTBB) Judith Herrington
Pavane Publishing JW Pepper # 3304160

Audition date: Thursday, October 15, 2009
Audition site: New Trier High School
Audition host: Nathan Landes
Audition fee: $5.00 per student

Limit on students auditioning:  Maximum 6 per voice part

On-Line Entry Deadline: Sept. 25, 2009
www.ilalldist.org    (more info available at www.ilmea.org)

Audition Fees DUE  Oct. 2, 2009 to  Frank Lestina

Vocal Jazz Representatives:

Nathan Landes   New Trier High School
landesn@newtrier.k12.il.us      (847) 784-6695  

Paul Nielsen     Grayslake North HS
(847) 986-3100   pnielsen@d127.org

Audition material - State required selections as follows:
Take the A Train – arr. Steve Zegree   
Shawnee Press A 2009
A Nightingale Sang in Berkley Square – arr. Gene Puerling
Hal Leonard 07357775

All voices will audition on the State Required Selections.
Vocal Jazz II will not perform the State selections.

Check your State Packet next fall for more info and
detailed audition procedure/requirement information
(including improv requirements). 
http://www.ilmea.org/div_proc-jzchoir.shtml

Festival Date: November 14, 2009
Festival Site: Glenbrook North High School
Guest Conductor  VJ I: Steve Widenhofer - Millikin Un.
Guest Conductor  VJ II: Ryan Rimington -Neuqua Valley

Festival Repertoire: TBA

Take Note—Director Participation Policy!
The choral directors of District 7 voted in November ʼ98 to enact a policy which requires all participating directors to

judge for the entire round of auditions or to send a qualified substitute at their own expense.

Senior  High Choral  Division

Senior  High Vocal  Jazz Division



District Presidentʼs Message Continued
IF YOU ARE NEW TO YOUR SCHOOL: Go to www.ilalldist.org   Select District 7, then your school, then click the “Add
Director” button.  You will need a “Faculty Password” to add your name.  You may then add your own password.   The next
screen MAY be the “Not Authorized for 2009” screen.  This means the state has not received your School Participation Fee
yet.  Please make sure someone from your school sends this in before the end of the school year.
The Contact Person at each school controls the Faculty Password for each school and this is the person (at the high
school) who gets the All-State Packet in the mail in December.  The contact person has two extra items on their profile:  
1.) The Faculty Password   2.) A DELETE button to delete staff members who have retired, moved on, or angered them in
some way.  I can change the Contact Person at your school.  Send me an email to let me know if you need that changed.

PLEASE FORWARD THIS EMAIL
This newsletter is no longer sent via mail.  It was emailed to everyone on the current District 7 email lists as a PDF attach-
ment.  The newsletter is also posted on the state web site. Please forward this email to any colleague who might be
interested in participating in IMEA.  It is easier than ever to get involved. See the “Six Steps” listed above.

About FUTURE Fest ival  Si tes
The largest challenge for District 7 is finding THREE sites for our festivals each fall.  We are fortunate to have our three
sites all set again for this fall.  My goal is to have tentative sites for the following year by the November festivals.  Yes,  NOW
is the time to be thinking about hosting in the fall of 2010! The key to the success of any organization is for all the
members to share the responsibility.  Few of us have facilities large enough to host the Senior Band, Orchestra and Choir
Festival.  I hope to continue rotating between the 5 or 6 schools with adequate facilities to host this festival.  Please con-
tinue to let these directors know how grateful we are for their efforts each year.  
Many schools are able to host the Jazz Festival since the site requirements are less demanding.  Please consider taking
your turn to host this festival.  Another option to “share in the IMEA responsibility” is to host the Junior / Elementary
Festival. Think of the great public relations this would create with your feeder school staff, parents and administration.  
Please consider hosting one of these festivals in the next few years and contact me if you have any questions.
Get Involved in IMEA: Remember, this is your association!  Get involved, stay informed and urge your colleagues and
friends in neighboring schools to participate in IMEA activities.  Their students will benefit and we all know that increased
school participation (at the senior level) allows for more District 7 students at All-State.  Call those colleagues “down the
road” who havenʼt been participating or who are new and urge them to give IMEA a try this fall.  It will be a “win-win” situ-
ation for everyone!  Please consider an IMEA office, hosting rehearsals or perhaps host a festival as mentioned above.

MMaarrkk  yyoouurr  ccaalleennddaarrss::
JJuullyy,,  22000099      SScchhooooll  PPaarrttiicciippaattiioonn  FFoorrmm  aanndd  $$2255  FFeeee  dduuee  ttoo  tthhee  SSttaattee  OOffffiiccee  

OOccttoobbeerr  22,,  22000099      AAuuddiittiioonn  ffeeeess  dduuee  ttoo  FFrraannkk  LLeessttiinnaa
JJaannuuaarryy  2277  ——  3300,,  22001100      IIMMEEAA  AAllll--SSttaattee  CCoonnffeerreennccee  iinn  PPeeoorriiaa

The State Office moved a year ago.  They are still on Wolf Road in Mokena, but make sure you have the correct address:

SAVE       SIX  STEPS to Part ic ipat ing in IMEA!      SAVE
1.  Register your School and each director on the web site:   www.ilalldist.org  
2.  Send in your school participation fee every spring.    $25 for each Jr. and Sr. High School
3.  Register your students on the web site by the deadline in September.
4.  Print your Audition Summary sheet from the web site and pay Audition fees to Frank Lestina
5.  After students are selected for the District Festival, send Participation fees to STATE OFFICE.

You will also print this invoice from the new web site after auditions (more info later).
6.  If you have students selected to ALL-STATE - send Participation fees to STATE OFFICE.

IILLLLIINNOOIISS  MMUUSSIICC  EEDDUUCCAATTOORRSS  AASSSSOOCCIIAATTIIOONN
1188770000  WWOOLLFF  RROOAADD    SSuuiittee  220088
MMOOKKEENNAA      IILL      6600444488--88660033

The IMEA State Office moved about a year ago - did you update?S
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